
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
HELD ON TUESDAY MARCH 3, 2020, AT THE VILLAGE HALL, 835 MIDWAY DRIVE,
WILLOWBROOK, DUPAGE COUNTY, ILLINOIS

1. CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Robert Pionke called the meeting to order at the hour of 7:02 p.m.

2. ROLL CALL

Those present at roll call were Chairman Robert Pionke, Commissioners Lorraine Grimsby, Catherine
Kaczmarek, Ronald Kanaverskis, Laurie Landsman, Carol Lazarski and Doug Stetina.

ABSENT: None.

Also present was Interim Superintendent of Parks and Recreation John Fenske.

A QUORUM WAS DECLARED

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

a. Minutes – February 4, 2020 Regular Meeting – Parks & Recreation Commission

The Commission reviewed the February 4, 2020 minutes.
Chairman Pionke had a question on the Maintenance report on what was meant by air
compressor.  Commissioner Lazarski pointed out a grammatical error under item 5B.

MOTION:  A Motion was made by Commissioner Grimsby and seconded by Commissioner
Kaczmarek to approve the February 4, 2020 as amended.

ROLL    CALL    VOTE: AYES: Chairman Pionke, Commissioners Grimsby, Kaczmarek,
Kanaverskis, Landsman, Lazarski, and Stetina.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: None.

4. REPORT

None presented.

5. DISCUSSION

a. 2020 Easter Egg Hunt

Interim Superintendent Fenske ordered 4000 eggs for the Easter Egg Hunt that totaled $528.00, which is
an increase of $8.00 from last year.  Interim Superintendent Fenske refilled 800 of the eggs that were
returned after last years’ Easter Egg Hunt and stopped at Walgreens to talk to the manager about the
chocolate Easter bunnies.  Walgreens had only thirty-six (36) in stock and the manager will investigate
purchasing more. Interim Superintendent Fenske said he will explore other options for something that the
Easter bunny can give out if the manager at Walgreens is unable get more product.
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b. 2020 Spring Fling 5K

Interim Superintendent Fenske stated that as of today, there are seven (7) sponsors for the race. Chairman
Robert Pionke stated he will be at the Shamrock Shuffle for runners to pick up packets at McCormick
Place Expo Center on March 20 and March 21 to promote the race.  All commissioners are welcome to
join him.   Flyers, climbing wall and Miss Jamie were also discussed.

Commissioner Kaczmarek asked if she reach out to her church to recruit volunteers.

Commissioner Landsman asked Interim Superintendent of Parks and Recreation Fenske to reach out to
Hinsdale South High School for volunteers. 

c. FY 2020-21 Budget Update

Interim Superintendent Fenske advised that on February 17 there was a joint meeting held with the
Village Board, Mayor, Administration and the department heads at the Police Department on the annual
budget.  There were two questions raised about Parks budget: the 5K and the Recreation Supervisor
position. Interim Superintendent Fenske answered that the 5K budget increase was for marketing the race
and the Recreation Supervisor is needed to run the programs that we offer.  He then mentioned that on
February 26th he met with Village Administrator Pabst, who passed on the concerns of one of the trustees
about what exactly the $1600 fee for the 5K was.  Interim Superintendent Fenske explained that it was for
us to attend the Shamrock Shuffle expo to promote the race, and this event attracts 50,000 runners.
Administrator Pabst then mentioned that the entire village budget is in the red, and asked for a review of
any line items that could be trimmed or cut.  After reviewing the budget, Interim Superintendent. Fenske
stated he cut close to $30,000.  Some of the line items that are going to be cut completely are: fishing
birthday parties, message board, fence at Willow Pond, soccer goals and the bounce house in both the 5K
and community picnic budget.  Some line items that will be reduced are flower replacement, park
equipment maintenance and the 5K budget. Interim Superintendent Fenske that the village board has not
seen this update, and there still might be cuts made at the next budget workshop.

The only staff that might be considered to hire is the Recreation Supervisor. Commissioner Kanaverskis
asked why the village is in the red?  Interim Superintendent Fenske stated it is partially due to the legal
fees spent on the Sterigenics issue.  Commissioner Kanaverskis also mentioned looking into possible
grants to hire summer staff. Discussion was held on possible volunteer options.
Commissioner Kaczmarek mentioned the possibility of looking for local businesses that might want to
help with the flower beds.

d.       Park Maintenance Update

On February 18 and 19, workers were out at Midway Park to repair the drainage ditch located on the West
side of the park.
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e.       Marijuana use in the Parks – Follow-up

Interim Superintendent Fenske emailed Chief Schaller to discuss the questions raised about the penalties
if someone is caught with marijuana on park property.  Chief Schaller responded that anyone caught with
up to the legal limit of 30 grams would be subject to a fine ranging from $75- $200, this would be
considered a petty offence, similar to a traffic ticket.  Anything over 30 grams would be a misdemeanor.

6.       NEW BUSINESS

          None presented.

7. VISITORS’ BUSINESS

           None presented.

8. COMMUNICATIONS

           None presented.

9. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Made by Commissioner Stetina, seconded by Commissioner Grimsby to adjourn the meeting
at the hour of 7:27 p.m.

ROLL    CALL    VOTE: AYES: Chairman Pionke, Commissioners Grimsby, Kaczmarek, Kanaverskis,
Landsman, Lazarski, and Stetina.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: None.

MOTION DECLARED CARRIED

PRESENTED, READ and APPROVED,

                          , 2020

                                                                              
Chairman

Minutes transcribed by Executive Secretary Christine Mardegan and Interim Superintendent Fenske




